Defcription dela Lovifiarfi nouvellement decouverte 
au fud Oueft dela Nouvelle France; par Lovix 
Hennepin Mijfionnaire Re collet , isre. A Paris 
1683. 80. 

T HE Voyage which is here deferibed, was began 
under the condudt of Monfieur de la Salle , at the 
latter end of the year* 1678, from the Fort of Frontenac, 
in about 4^ degrees North Latitude, being the moft 
Wefteriy Plantation of the French, in the River of St. 
Lavoren.ee. It was continued ('behind inoft of the Ter¬ 
ritory’s of the King of England\ upon the Continent of 
ytmerica,) Br[t thro' the Lake of Frontenac, or Qntorio , 
being 80 Leagues long, and zf or So Leagues broad ,• 
next thro’ the Lake of Conty, or Erie s then thro’ the Lake 
<y£ Or teney, otdesHuronsi laftly thro’ the Lake Dauphin, 
or IJlinois. Thefe 3 laft Lakes are neer of an equall com- 
pafs, being about 120, or ijo Leagues long, and 40, or 
fo Leagues broad. At the further end of the Lake Dau¬ 
phin in about 37° . of Latitude, the Voyagers went up a 
River South, till they came to a certain Paffe, of about a 
League and a I over land, leading to the River IJlinois t 
or Segnelay, which, after about 200 Leagues, falls into 
the River Mechacipy* or Colbert * and that, after about 
120, or 13 o, Leagues more, runs into thp Bay of Mexico. 
Thefe laft 130 Leagues are taken from the Relations of 
others, and were not travelled by our Author 3 but in- 
ftead of that, he makes you amends with yoo Leagues 
rowed up theRiver Mechacipypn. a Canot,orBrark,againft 
the Stream. What Authority there is for thefe laft Num¬ 
bers, I cant well fee ; for if the length of the way be in¬ 
credible, you are like to find no Circumftances to help 
you to correct them: whether the defign of the Author 
were to take Poffeflioi* of a great Continent s or only to 
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the Country, when he underftands the Languages, is not 
plain; for he ought rather to have gon down the River 
Colbert , if he only fought a more commodious paflage for 
Skins into Europe, then that thro' the Bay of Canada 
which is very dangerous, being in fome places too rapid, 
in ©thershaving falls or cataracts, the moft confiderable 
of which called the Sault de Niagara isneer 300 foot per¬ 
pendicular. 

The mouth of the River Seignelay t is in about 36 °. and 
1 of Latitude; the River Colbert there about; is a League 
broad, and in fome places two. 

The Country's JJlinois -, and Luifiant, are deferibed to 
have large Meadows; plenty of Trees for building of 
feips,* Vines, and Hemp, growing naturally; and alfo 
to yield Plums, Cherry’s, Citrons, Apples, Pears, Wal¬ 
nuts, fmall nuts, Goofoerrys, Indian, and other wheat, 
Turneps, Melons, Pumpkins, Cabbage, and variety of 
Pulfe; to abound in Indian Cows, Dear, Goats, Bevers, 
Otters,Porcupines, Tortoifes,and (among Beaftsof Prey, j 
in Wolves, Bears, and wild Cats. 

To have feverall forts of Fowls, as Swans, Turky’s, 
Buftards,Herons,Crows,Ducks, Partridges, wild Pidgeons, 
Parrots, &e. 

For Fife, to have Sturgeons, Salmons, Salmon Trouts, 
Pikes, Carps, Eels, Turbots, and feverall other kinds, 
not known in our parts. 

There are alfo Mines of Coal, Slate, and Iron, fmall 
pieces of pure Copper, a fountain of Salt, and Allum, and 
doubtlefs other things not difcoverable by fo flight a 
furvey. 


An Etfay 



An Ejfay of the great effeffs of even Languid andVn - 
heeded Motions' London 16$ 5. 


T HE Author ef this Effay tells us himfelf, that it 
was defigaed to facilitate the explicating of the 
Po&rine of occult qualities ,• and preraifes this poftula- 
tum in order to the demonftrations that follow, z^that 
we are not to confider bodys as fo many lumps of matter 
that differ only in bulk, and fliape j but rather as bodys 
of peculiar internal textures, on account of which they 
mull be confidered as Engines, whofe operations being 
furthered by the mechanifm of the body wrought On, 
and the relation other bodys have to it, a great part of 
the effedt is due to the adt-ion of one part of the body it 
felf that is wrought on, upon another, affifted by the 
concurrence of the Neighbouring bodys. Hence he 
takes notice of the chief caufes upon whofe account men 
are wont to over-look or under value, the efficacy of lo¬ 
cal Motions which are either unheeded, or thought lan¬ 
guid. The firft thing overlooked is the efficacy of the 
celerity of fmall bodys moving through a fmall Ipace; 
how great this is he illuftrates by confidering the power - 
full effedts of Bullets; the great incalefcence caufed by 
the brisk Motion in turning of Metals, as Steel and Brafs, 
the fragments of which are often fo heated, as not onely 
to offend the Ey-Iids; but even to blifter the hands of 
the workmen •• vitrification i t felf being produced by the 
common ftriking fire between a Flint and Steel. Neither 
are fluid bodys uncapable of making impreffions on folid 
ones, witnels Sunbeams in the focus of a Burning-Glafs; 
the Flame of a lampj and even the Air in a good Wind- 
Gun. Though we are in the fecond place too apt to 
think, the foftnels of fluid bodys, and their infenfible 
Motion may hinder them from thofe effedfs. But to 
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fhew the contrary, befides the obvious in-ftances of de¬ 
luges, and florins, he produces many of the ftrong ope¬ 
rations of Sounds upon diftant, and folid bodys. One of 
the molt remarkable of which is the effect of an Inftrn- 
ment though fmall, by which an Engineer could fink 
Ships in a few Minutes,- the cxplofion being fo great as 
to caufe a kind of Storm in the water round about, and 
rudely fhake Veflels that lay at no inconfidcrable dis¬ 
tance. He obferves again that men undervalue the mo¬ 
tions of bodys too fmall to be fenfible , though thenu- 
meroufnefs enables them to ad in fwarmsyet how lit¬ 
tle reafbn they have for itjhe evinces by the operation of 
the wind in autumn; the diffolution of Sugar in that 
water, where Amber, though lighter, finks and remains 
entire by the activity of the Flame of Spirit of Wine,- 
that of the Animal Spirits in large and bulky Animals,- 
the forcible motions produced by glaciation in liquors, 
&c. to which effects of local motion ’its propagable na¬ 
ture, even through differing medium’s, and folid bodys 
does not a little conduce. For though it be true that 
fluid bodys do eafily yield to lolid ones that impel them, 
and thereby oftentimes quickly dead the motion of thofe 
folids .* yet the motion being loft only in regard of the 
folid body, is tranfmitted and diffufed in reference to 
the fluid. 

The modification of the invifible motion of fluids, as 
to what they may perform on the difpofed bodys of A? 
nimals is as little regarded* though it is not fo defpica- 
ble if we believe Scaliger’s Story of the found of the bag¬ 
pipe being too diuretical upon a Knight of Gafcony,- le- 
veral forts of noifes fet the Teeth on edge, and a domef- 
tick of the Authors allways bled at his Gums, when he 
heard brown Paper tore .- add to this the cure of the Ta¬ 
rantula , and two verfes of Lucan which feldom fail to 
put the Author almoft into the fit of an Ague, &c. 

Neither is efficacy confined to otganical bodys but ex- 
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tends alfo to inorganical ones; as is evident from the 
Sympathy offerings; ringing of a Glafsto fuch a note* 
as iikewile fome Ecchoes anlwering only certain founds ; 
and the like. The roiftake Iikewife is as great when men 
look upon divers bodys to have their parts inaftate of 
abfolute reft, when as they are in a ftate of tenllon, or 
compreffion. Inftances of this are the fudden cracking 
of Glaffes that feem to be well neal’d; the fcaling of well 
heated Coppery the brittlenefs of mixtures of metalls; 
all which and the like probably proceed from contrac¬ 
tion. The. laft maincaufe why fuch motions are over¬ 
looked, is our being ufed to the fenfible motions of folid 
bodys when as many effeefts proceed from the iateftine 
motions produced in and among the parts of the fame 
body. Such as tools being overheated and by being fo, 
loofing their temper i the breaking of optick glaffes in 
grinding ; bodys becoming electrical, and odorous by 
rubbing; and the like; from all which he concludes, that 
fuch local motions as are wont to be paft by unobferved, 
may have a notable operation upon fuch bodys as are 
peculiarly difpofed to admit it, and fo have a large fhare 
in natural productions. 

In the difeourfe of fome unheeded caufes of the falu- 
brity and infalubrity of the Air,he confines himfelf to the 
impregnation it receives from fuhterraneal efHuvia. Of 
thefe he makes two forts, fome conftantly are lent up in¬ 
to the Air, which he calls ordinary Emiffionsj others 
afeend onely at times, thefe are extraordinary emiffions; 
thefe again are periodical or fortuitous.This doctrine he 
endeavours to illuftrate by afferting, fir ft, that in divers 
places the falubrity or infalubrity of the Air confidered 
in the general, may in good part be due to fubterraneal 
expirations, efpecially to thofe he before called ordi¬ 
nary emiffions for this he appeals to experience, which 
finds fome places more healthy then the manifeft quali¬ 
ties would permit one to expert; this effect he therefore 
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afcribes to the friendly effluvia from the earth, and ar¬ 
gues from the obfervations in Hungary, and Bohemia, 
where the Air is impregnated with mineral exhalations, 
fuitable to the Oar the Earth contains under it. He af¬ 
firms it alfo probable that in divers places lome Endemi- 
caldileafes do at leaft in part depend upon fubterraneai' 
Steams efpecialiy where the caufe of the diftemper can¬ 
not otherwife be accounted for, if together with this we 
confider the pervioufnefs of human bodys,& the penetrat¬ 
ing quality of mineral expirations, of which he gives ma¬ 
ny experiments.Laftly, he difcourfes of peftilential Fea- 
vers, and of the Plague it felf, as to whole being natural 
or fupernatural,he a dents rather to its being the former j 
his entire judgment about which confifts of two parts,one, 
that it is exceeding difficult to affign the true and ade¬ 
quate caufe of the origineofthepeftilencej and the o- 
ther that what ever be the caufe of itsfirft eruption, ’its 
propagation, and diversof its Symptomes may be proba¬ 
bly enough referred to the depravation of the Air by 
fubterraneal Steams, and their effects, &c. He defcribes 
the Emplaftrum attradivum Peftilentiale, together 
with the Magnes Arfenicalis a chief ingredient of it; and 
difcovcrs his opinion and experience or the great efficacy 
of Goats-rue in Malignant diftempers, but when Medi¬ 
cine fails, thofe difeafes generally appearing under new 
fhapes, he accounts for the fudden ceafing of the conta¬ 
gion, among other ways, by the afcenfion of fumfes of 
a contrary nature, which though perhaps in themfelves 
unwholefome, may neverthelefs combine with the pef¬ 
tilential ones, into a third kind, altogether innocent. 
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Trichiafis admodum rara , (yc- Lond. 1684. 

I "’HIS Trichiafis or Flux of Hair continued for fome 
years, both at a Fi/tula in the Abdomen-, and like wife 
by the Anus-, the manner in fliort thus. This Woman 
having been gone fome months with her fecond Child, 
came to Diep ,where carelefly going on board a Veffel, fhe 
hurt her belly againft a Plank,-this bruife was followed by 
a humor which ended in a Fiftula whence iffued great 
quantity of Hair, attended with much purulent matter, 
till at length the Vifcera were corrupted,& theFaces came 
that way too, fo that fhe died. Anatomy eafily difcovered 
the wonder of herficknefs; the contiguous Vifcera were 
fphacelated; the right appendix oftheWombnot diftin- 
guifhable into its known parts,but confining of one long 
tumor, covered with a thick skin,-which was opened j in it 
was found an oval bony fubftance,hairy on the upper part, 
hollow trough on the lower; one end of which had fome 
lines of a face; the other feem’d defigned for the infer- 
tion of the Vertebra: of the neck. That this body was the 
fource of thatfucceffionof Hair, is plain from their be¬ 
lts agreeing with that on the bone; and likewife from 
the experiment of the Authors, who tells us; the Hair 
continued ftill to grow, though the bone had been kept 
a long time in Spirit of Wine. This conception was in 
the Tuba, for the Womb it felf was found intire. The 
fagacity of Dr Ferd: Mende^ affirmed this to be the cafe, 
while theWoman was alive,and his Epiftle to the Author 
annexed to this trad:, accounts for the Phenomena of the 
diftemper,both byreafon andexamples.Mr/^ Vajfeur has 
likewife an Epiftle to the fame purpofe, in which he very 
fatisfadorily difcourses of three things. Eirft, how it came 
t*> pafife that a part of an Embryo , dead fome years be¬ 
fore , remained uneorrupted ? Secondly, how the W0111b 
it felf efcap’t ,• and taftly , how that long crop of Hatr 
fhould proceed from fo Email an original. 
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